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rate terms, their timid and faultering compeers; and determined stoutly to resist the relaxing influences in operation against them. Some goods had been brought into the city from the eastward, and were secretly vended in defiance of the league, and the patriots called upon the General Committee to enforce the penalty of the covenant. They accordingly seized the prohibited merchandise, and lodged it in store. But it was discovered by the Committee of Vigilance, that some prominent members of the One Hundred, were industriously sapping the league, by circulating a paper and obtaining subscriptions among the citizens, recommending the abrogation of the compact, and the resumption of imports, with the exception of tea; and apprehending that the offending commodities might be taken away or released, the more determined of the patriots forcibly took them into possession, and committed them to the flames: for which they received the public rebuke of the Committee of One Hundred.*
While the board at New York were declining in the observance of the saluary agreement, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and New Jersey remonstrated against the infraction of the Union. The Bostonians, on the 24th, declared that so long as there was a shadow of a duty on tea, the repeal as to other articles ought not to dissolve the nonimportation compact. The devoted Sons of Liberty in New York reechoed these sentiments, and the adjacent colonies joined in the exhortations to adherence. The patriots in New York demanded that a new General Committee should be chosen in the city; but disaffection had gained ground. The subscription for the renewal of importations had become a formidable list; and the patriotism of the people was manifestly yielding. Philadelphia, in derision of this weakness, advised that the " Old Liberty Pole of New York should be transferred to that city, as it no longer formed a rallying point for the votaries of Freedom at home."
* Holt's paper.